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General Meeting Saturday, September 14, 9:00 a.m. 
 

Our next general meeting will be held at the Simmons’ residence, 4225 
N. Illinois Avenue, Peoria Heights, IL.  
 
Directions: 
If traveling West on War Memorial Dr. from Prospect, turn right (North) 
on Illinois Ave to 4225.  
If traveling East on War Memorial Dr. from Knoxville, turn left (North) 
on Illinois Ave to 4225. 
 

 
 

You can pay your dues anytime and they are still only $20.00/year. 
Please give check/cash to our treasurer or send to: 

 
Letriana Cantrell                                            
311 Arnold Road  
East Peoria, IL  61611 
 

 
 

The Prairieland Splash 

 



 
 
 

 
 

Loren and Margaret Swanson’s pond 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
What fun we had last Saturday, 8/24/19, at Loren & Margaret’s for our luau! Good 
food, great company, superb music, and the margarita/mai tai machine in full 
swing! Many thanks to Loren & Margaret for hosting and making us all feel so 
welcome. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



News by Jeannie Clarke 
 

Do we really want donuts and coffee at our pond meetings? 

In order to continue this practice, it must be adequately funded, and we have been 
low on donations this year. You know, if you stop on your way to the meeting at 
Dunkin’ Donuts it will not only cost you much more, but you will have to make a 
stop on the way. Rick and Lisa put in a lot of effort to have them available for us. 
Please show us how much you appreciate their work by making a small donation. 
You know,  I’m going to make sure I have a few dollars in my pocket to donate so I 
get my coffee and a donut. 

Please remember to sign up for the banquet on November 9. It is always a lot of 
fun and is a great way for new members and old members unable to go to meetings 
to get in touch with each other. The food is always good, and we usually get little 
presents. Please try to come. You can find more information and menu choices 
later in the newsletter. 

Let’s make sure that we have enough bacteria but also enough aeration: 
 

Using Beneficial Bacteria for Clear Water 
Reprinted from The Pond Guy® website 

Beneficial bacteria are instrumental in keeping a water garden clean and balanced. 
Beneficial bacteria, like those found in The Pond Guy® Natures Defense ®, Muck 
Defense®, and Seasonal Defense®, live their life noshing on the excess nutrients in 
your pond, converting it into a harmless gas. They then divide via a cellular 
division, called binary fission, to keep the population going. Since they are so 
handy, you might be tempted to add a few extra to really make your pond shine. 
While too much beneficial bacteria is not necessarily bad, it will likely make your 
pocketbook a little lighter. 

FOOD FIGHT 

Invite too many to your dinner party and there might not be enough food to go 
around. Same thing goes for your microorganisms. Overcrowding beneficial 
bacteria causes them to compete for resources rather than growing big so they can 
reproduce. Weaker organisms follow Charles Darwins theory and ultimately starve 



and die. This causes the overall bacteria population to drop, meaning you need to 
add more bacteria to replace what gets lost. After a while, costs for repopulating 
could really add up. 

WHEN GOOD BACTERIA GOES BAD 

Plants and fish will generally be safe if too much beneficial bacteria is added. 
Trouble occurs when there is a lot of organic buildup, numerous beneficial 
bacteria, and inadequate aeration. Like fish and other aquatic organisms, good 
bacteria need oxygen. In ponds with high nutrient loads, bacteria can rapidly 
reproduce since food is not a limiting resource. This population explosion depletes 
the dissolved oxygen levels in the pond. Introducing an aeration kit, the 
Airmax® PondAir™ or KoiAir ™ Aeration Kits, will infuse oxygen into the pond 
and circulate the water column. Adding aeration will not only make a great 
addition for the summer when your bacteria are active, but it will also help keep a 
hole open in the ice during winter. 

EVEN STEVENS 

The best bet for your pond and pocketbook is to stick to using the doses listed on 
the product labels for regular maintenance. After clean-outs or chemical 
treatments, we also recommend adding some Mircrobe-Lift® PL Gel to jump start 
the repopulation process. Beneficial bacteria is a useful tool for creating a balanced 
ecosystem, but it is only one piece of the pond. If you continually struggle with 
muck, poor water quality, or algae blooms, try to think about what the root of the 
problem might be; often times, it is linked to one of these scenarios. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

  

 

November 9 

Tremont Community Center 

214 S. Sampson Street, Tremont 

6:00-9:00 P.M. 

Directions: 

From Peoria:  take I-74 east and exit onto I-55 south towards Lincoln.  Exit I-55 at Route 9 into Tremont.  
Continue west into Tremont and turn left on S. Sampson Street.  The Center is located in the second 
block on the left.   

From Pekin:  take Route 9 east towards Tremont.  After entering town look for S. Sampson Street and 
turn right.  The Center is located in the second block on the left.   

 

The banquet is being catered by Big Art’s Yokel Inn in Tremont.  Meal choices are:    

Fried Chicken for $12.95  -or-  New York Strip steak for $16.95  

Entrée includes:  salad, bake potato, green beans and corn. 

 

Use the bottom portion of this page to send in your reservation.  Please mail your reservation with a 
check payable to PKPS to:  Letriana Cantrell 

        311 Arnold Road 

        East Peoria, IL 61611 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Name: _____________________________________  Dinner choice: _____________________________ 

Name: _____________________________________  Dinner Choice: _____________________________ 

Pricing: __________ X  $12.95  for fried chicken           Pricing __________ X $16.95 for steak 

Phone number: ___________________________       Total amount enclosed: ______________________ 

Prairieland Koi and Pond Society        

Banquet 



Prairieland Koi and Pond Society 
General Meeting Minutes 
Saturday August 10, 2019 

10:05 – 10:35 a.m. 
 

Attendance:  31 people in attendance. 
 
Location: Allen Kruger & Venita’s pond, Lincoln, IL  
 
Meeting:  President Jeannie Clarke thanked all that participated in the pond tour on July 13, 
2019. It was  particularly hot and both gardens and ponds were spiffed up ahead of time.  Not as 
many toured as in previous years, but the turnout was still good, and it was fun to talk with all 
the visitors. 
 
Todd and Allen gave an informative demonstration on building a vortex centrifugal filter. There 
was a set of 2 built in series on display in Allen’s pond. They are useful in helping to clear 
cloudy pond water by precipitating out solid particulates without the use of additional bacteria or 
chemicals. While a skimmer is great for surface cleaning, the intake for the vortex filter is 
pumped from the pond bottom where solid waste settles. Here are the steps Todd demonstrated 
for building these filters: 
 

1. Cut the top off from one end of a 55 gal. plastic barrel (Todd used a Sawzall-type tool). 
2. Using a hole saw, cut 2 holes in the plastic barrel: one a little more than ½ way up and the 

other about ¾ of the way up. Todd used a 2-inch saw because his pipe and fittings were 
2- inches in diameter. 

3. Bought 2, 2-inch bulkhead fittings from Amazon (in a package of 8 – cheaper than a 
hardware store). 

4. Insert a bulkhead fitting into each of the holes – the fittings come with rubber washers 
which go on the outside of the barrel. 

5. Figure what size hose to use (Todd used 1½-inch hose) and adapter to thread into bulk-
head fittings. 

6. The top hole is the water outlet back to the pond. It has a 1½-inch diameter PVC pipe 
with an elbow attached (hole side pointing up) inserted on the inside of the top bulkhead. 

7. The bottom hole is the water inlet from the pond. It has a smaller length of 1½-inch pipe 
with attached elbow (hole oriented 90° from top so water enters clockwise) inserted on 
the inside of the lower bulkhead. 

8. Slower is better for the flow. Todd uses a 1½ gal./min. flow rate for his ~5,000 gal. pond 
running off a T-fitting from the skimmer pump. Allen uses a 6 gal./min. stand alone pump 
in the bottom of his ~10,000 gal. pond.  

9. Water is pumped from the pond to the lower barrel hole with flexible hose. As the water 
slowly circles in the barrel, the solids precipitate down into the barrel bottom, leaving 
cleaner water on top. If the rate that the water is pumped in is too fast, solids precipitation 
becomes harder to achieve and you’re just left with swirling mucky water. 

10. The cleaner top layer of water, with most of the solids precipitated out, flows into the top 
facing elbow of the upper bulkhead fitting. 



11. The cleaner water (with the solids precipitated out) gets drained back into the pond with 
flexible hose attached to the outside of the top bulkhead fitting. 

 
Both Todd and Allen use 2 barrels built in series for a double centrifuge cleaning. Smaller ponds 
(like pre-formed ones) can use a 5 gal. bucket and low flow pump. Since the top is open, it can 
be covered with netting or a piece of plywood in the fall so leaves don’t get in. Todd doesn’t 
cover his, he just scoops out whatever leaves happen to fall into the barrels. Todd has enough 
materials for 4 sets consisting of 2-series barrels that he could sell to anyone not comfortable 
making their own. All in attendance could examine the working setup in the big pond and discuss 
details with Todd and Allen. They had set it up on Thursday before the Saturday meeting with 
visibility of 1 foot in depth. During the Saturday meeting, visibility had dramatically increased to 
almost the bottom of the pond. 

 
Jeannie remined us that the PKPS luau at the Swanson’s is scheduled for Saturday, August 24, at 
6:00 p.m. Make sure you RSVP to Lisa Carter so the club knows how many brats and hot dogs to 
buy. Please bring chairs, and a dish to share. Loren let us know that the margarita machine will 
be available. 

 
Those present sang Happy Birthday to our own Greg Cantrell and shared in the delicious banana 
cake made by Cheryl Bong.  
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Deb Palmquist 
  
Acting for Margy Simmons 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PKPS 2019 MEETING SCHEDULES 
 
GENERAL MEETINGS 
 
Date   Location     Speaker 
 
September 14 Jim & Margy Simmons, Peoria  TBA                                  
October 12  ICC      Genny Gibbs 
November 9  Tremont Community Center  PKPS Banquet 
 
 
 
 
BOARD MEETINGS                                                     
 
Date   Location 
 
September 28 Lisa Carter 
October 26  Jeannie Clarke 
November 23 Rick Moreland   
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